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Shoal Lake #40 First Nation Position Upheld:
International Joint Commission Rejects Winnipeg’s
Water Sale Scheme
Chief Erwin Redsky of Shoal Lake #40 First Nation expressed satisfaction today in releasing a letter from
the IJC to Winnipeg that confirms his First Nation’s position that Winnipeg does not have the legal
authority to enter into water sales agreements with neighbouring municipalities. The letter, dated April
th
18 , is in response to the City’s lengthy written submissions to the Commission made as late as February
th
12 of this year seeking an ‘expedited’ decision. Signed by both the American and Canadian Secretaries,
the letter states that their “assessment is that the City would be in non-compliance with the IJC Order
should it transfer Shoal Lake water beyond the City of Winnipeg's municipal limits.”
While the finding is described as “preliminary”, it would be highly unusual for the IJC Board to overrule a
joint determination of their secretariat.
“For there to be any change from this opinion, it can only get more complicated for Winnipeg.” said Chief
Redsky. “After meeting with us, the Kenora City Council also wrote to the IJC requesting hearings before
Winnipeg is allowed any change in water usage.”
“It’s disappointing that Winnipeg has not taken up our continuing offer to discuss their plans for economic
development. If Canada, Manitoba and Winnipeg want to use our land and resources to undertake a
major initiative such as CentrePort then we believe we can work together to find a reasonable
accommodation. However, all three of these governments apparently need to be reminded that the days
of ignoring us and taking whatever they want, whenever they want are over.”
“Winnipeg put Prime Minister Harper in a particularly uncomfortable position because he has been a big
supporter of CentrePort and Winnipeg tried to play on that political support. I was forced to remind Prime
Minister Harper that his constitutional obligation is to uphold Treaty and Aboriginal rights, not advance
municipal or political interests.** Canada simply can’t participate in a project that would violate our
rights.”
Shoal Lake #40 First Nation interceded with the IJC last December when Winnipeg administration
attempted to make a political “end run” around the legal objections that had been raised in a judicial
review filed by Iskatewizaagegan #39 First Nation and joined by Shoal Lake #40.
For more information contact:
Chief Erwin Redsky - 204-891-1765
**http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/winnipeg-native-band-battle-over-water/article7206899/

